Talkback – Workshop plan for participating schools

Aims:

· To teach students about the background issues. 

· Why girls are more likely to miss out on an education than boys?

· How do factors differ in the developing and developed world? 

· To teach students about the Millennium Development Goals, Make Poverty History campaign and why girls’ education is important to poverty eradication strategies.

· To get students to think about their own education.

Result: Students prepare questions to ask Ministers at the Talk back event. Each school group should agree on two main questions.
11.30 Introduction to the issue + discussion (15 minutes):


The event

Talk about the project. You will have the opportunity to question Ministers about the topic of girls’ education. This will include both your own education and the education of girls in the developing world.

You’ll be coming down to Brighton to a conference room in the Hilton hotel. You’ll meet the students from the other schools before the Ministers arrive. 

During this session we want to talk a bit about the issues and to get you to prepare some questions.

TEXT:

· I’m here today because you are going to be coming down to Brighton to an event called Talk back on 26th September. Save the Children have been running this event for 4 or 5 years and it is a chance for young people to question ministers about different issues that are important to them. 

· This year the theme of the event is ‘Girls’ education’. We have chosen this theme because Save the Children is running a wider campaign to try to make sure that more girls around the world have the chance to go to school.

· The Ministers who you’ll meet are Beverly Hughes (Minister for Young People), Gareth Thomas (Minister of International Development) and Baroness Scotland who is in the Lords and is responsible for Equality.  

· The idea of this workshop is to give a bit of background to the issues and to get 

you thinking about the kinds of questions that you would like to ask. 

· We also want you to feel comfortable about the event and what you’re doing 

there – so feel free to interrupt at any point with questions. 

The issue: girls’ education 

Day off Activity. Go around the room and each student says their name and what they would do if they were not at school today. (Light-hearted)

Discuss: Would you still go to school if you didn’t have to? Why? 

Give a few facts and stats about how many children miss out on an education at the moment.

OK – so you’d all like a day off, but you realise the importance of education. Most girls who aren’t in school aren’t playing playstation etc… They are hard at work farming, cleaning, fetching water etc. 

60 million girls won’t go to school this year. That’s more than the population of the whole of Britain. In some areas of sub-Saharan Africa, three quarters of girls are out of school. In more than 71 countries more girls miss out on an education than boys.

Brainstorm their knowledge. Make Poverty History? (More aid, less debt --- free health and education for the people of poorer countries.)

UN? Millennium Development Goals? Being discussed at a summit in New York today. 

Explain that gender parity in education is one of the MDGs – most of the MDGs have to be met by 2015 but this one was supposed to be met by 2005. It hasn’t been met in 71 countries and this is why Save the Children is running its campaign.

11.50 Activity (10 minutes) in pairs.

Draw two girls – one from the UK and one from Ethiopia. Neither are in school.

List 5 reasons why they might not go to school and what they might be doing instead. (Bring in reasons around no girls’ toilets, dangerous journey etc)
What do children in poor countries do when they are not at school?

Feedback: What are the reasons that children can’t go to school, in different parts of the world?

Why do girls, in particular, end up missing out more than boys? 

Practical reasons around lack of female teachers etc. and also cultural reasons – girls marrying off and so families don’t see it as a good investment, not going to be the principal wage earner etc. 

Compare the reasons. Is this fair?

12.00
What are the consequences of missing out on an education? (10 minutes)

The World Bank has recognised that getting girls into school is one of the most important factors in helping a country to develop. This may seem surprising. How does girls going to school affect things so much – especially in countries which are largely rural and so most women wouldn’t be working outside the home anyway. 

Because education isn’t just about learning to read and write…. 

True and false quiz

Girls who don’t complete primary school are:

1. More likely to be ripped off at the market

2. twice as likely to lose their children before they reach their fifth birthday.

3. more likely to get cancer.

4. more likely to be infected with HIV.

5. Likely to get married younger.

6. More likely to educate their own daughters.

7. Less likely to get a paid job

8. More likely to be left-handed.
Having an education is not just about learning to read and write. It is also about building confidence and learning to manage your own life. 

What can the government do? (5 minutes) 
Education is very expensive. Poor countries can’t afford to give free education, or their populations are too poor to afford school books and uniforms. 

· Help to abolish school fees in poorer countries. 

· Give more aid. Meet the 0.7% target.

· Refer to example of Uganda. 4 times as many girls in school since the abolition of 

fees (in school book). 

· At present in Liberia it is common for girls to sell their bodies to pay their school fees. Just one example of how important it is to abolish school fees. 

Question Time (10 minutes) 

Students think of different questions that they would like to ask the ministers. 

You may want to compare your complaints about your own education with the things you would want to change about education for girls in other countries. 

Do you have friends and family abroad? Do they have the same opportunities that you have?

What can the government do to make sure that all children get a good education? 

Students work in pairs to come up with questions….. 

Feedback (15 minutes) 

Two volunteers stand at the front and offer to act as the Ministers. 

The other students shout out their questions and the Ministers have to give ten second answers. (This will help us to see which are the hardest questions to answer). 

Then the students vote on which are the best questions and choose who will ask them. We will let them know that the questions may be slightly modified. 

We may not have time for this – if not, students will just shout out the questions and someone can volunteer to be the lead questioner.

End – speak to teacher about practical arrangements for the trip. 
