
 

 
Religion and education – Agenda  
 
 
9:30am  Welcome and introductions 
  Setting ground rules. 
 
9:45am  Ice-breaker: ‘Food for thought’ 

This ice-breaker asks students to reflect on a selection of quotes concerning 
education.   

 
10:05am Outside speakers: Britain, faith and education 

An opportunity to invite outside speakers to talk about the role of religion 
in the British education system. Suggestions for speakers and topic areas 
are provided. 

 
10:35am Group discussion: Religious education in schools – the good and the bad? 

Young people break into small groups to discuss religious education in 
schools. Some possible areas to help prompt discussion are suggested.  

 
11:10am Break 
 
11:30am  Question & Answer session with visiting speakers 

 
12:00 noon Lunch 
 
1:00pm  Activity: ‘Chatter bugs’ 

Students explore and debate controversial comments about faith schools 
and faith in British schools.  
 

1:25pm Group discussion: Faith Schools – gateways to greater religious 
understanding? 

 Students are asked for their initial thoughts through an agreement line 
exercise. They then split into small groups to debate the positive and 
negative aspects of faith schools.  

  
2:10pm  Break 
 
2:20pm  Activity: Education – the impact of religion, gender and nationality 

Many factors can affect educational chances. In this last session we widen 
the discussion to look at gender, religion and nationality and how these 
factors impact on educational chances.  
 

3:20pm  Reflection: The future of Faith and Education 
  Reflections on the day and identifying aspirations for the future 
 
3:30pm Finish   

 
 

 



 
Additional notes for activities 

 
1. Ice-breaker: Food for thought1 (20 minutes) 

 
These quotations give a variety of perspectives on education and the role of faith in 
education. They ask participants to think about the nature of education and provide a good 
starting point to talk and mingle.  
 
• Cut the quotations into strips, fold them and place them in containers. (Perhaps give 

one container to each row of participants). Ask participants to pick out one quotation 
each.  

 
• Explain that each quotation aims to get students thinking about the nature of education 

and how faith and spiritual influences can play an important part in the things people 
learn. 
 

• Give participants five minutes to reflect on the quotation. What does it mean and what 
are their thoughts on it? Does it have different layers of meaning? Ask them to discuss 
with the people next to them. 

 
• Display each quotation on a flipchart or screen so that the participants can read 

through all of them and think about them. The facilitator should chair a 15 minute 
feedback discussion asking for opinions from the audience. This could include a vote on 
which quote best summarises the group’s views on education. 

 
Quotations 
 
"I cannot teach anybody anything, I can only make them think." 
Socrates 
 
"The only kind of learning which significantly influences behaviour is self-discovered or 
self-appropriated learning - truth that has been assimilated in experience." 
Carl Rogers 
 
"The teacher if he is indeed wise if he does not bid you to enter the house of wisdom but 
leads you to the threshold of your own mind." 
Kahlil Gibran 
 
"What I hear, I forget.  
What I see, I remember.  
What I do, I understand."  
Confucius  
 
"I have never let my schooling interfere with my education." 
Mark Twain 
 
“This is my simple religion. There is no need for temples; no need for complicated 
philosophy. Our own brain, our own heart is our temple; the philosophy is kindness.” 
HH The Dalai Lama 
 
"There are two types of education... One should teach us how to make a living, and the 
other how to live." 
John Adams 

                                                 
1 Adapted from activity on http://adulted.about.com/od/icebreakers

 

http://adulted.about.com/od/icebreakers


 
 
“The world stands upon three things: upon the Law,  
upon worship and upon showing kindness.” 
Judaism Mishnah, Abot 1.2  
 
"What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to a human soul." 
Joseph Addison 
 
“Apply yourself. Get all the education you can, but then...do something. Don't just stand 
there, make it happen." 
Lee Iacocca 
 
"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire." 
William Butler Yeats 
 
2. Outside speakers: Britain, faith and education (30 minutes) 
 
This is a good opportunity to invite one or more outside speakers into the school. The 
speaker(s) should outline the importance of religious education in schools. They could 
outline the opportunities that students have to explore faith throughout the time in Key 
Stages 2, 3 and 4 and give reasons for why students learn about different subjects.  
 
This speaker could be the local representative from the Standing Advisory Council on 
Religious Education or perhaps someone working in teacher training at a local college. If 
the school has good links with the local community, why not ask local faith leaders to give 
presentations? This could provide insights into the role faith plays in education from a 
variety of religious perspectives. If the school is secular, you could invite in a teacher from 
a faith-based school, or vice versa. 
 
3. Group discussion: Religious Education in schools – good or bad? (35 minutes) 
 
• Ask the young  people to consider these questions for a couple of minutes. This will 

help them to think through some of the good and bad aspects of religious education in 
schools. 

- Why study religion in school? 
- Do students have enough opportunity to talk about morals and 

values in school? Is RE about learning facts? 
- Do all faiths get equal coverage in the curriculum? 
- Does the curriculum in Britain need to be changed to make it more 

relevant to all religions? If so, how? If not, why not? 
- Do you think RE is given enough status in schools? 
- In some countries, like France and USA, no religion is allowed in 

schools. In France students can’t wear crucifixes or hijabs. Where 
do you see the influence of religion in your school?  

- What role should religion play in schools? 
 

• Divide the participants into small groups. One member of each group should draw a 
table with two columns – one entitled ‘Good things about RE and faith in schools’, the 
second entitled ‘Bad things about RE and faith in schools’.  

• The group should start thinking about things they particularly like or dislike, noting 
anything that they find uncomfortable or controversial.  

• The groups should display their completed tables and read each other’s comments.  
• They should prepare questions and comments to ask the outside speakers during the 

following question and answer session.  
  

 



 
4. Activity: Chatter bugs (25 minutes) 
 
• Divide participants into two equal groups. One group are ‘Ladybugs’ and the other are 

‘Lightening Bugs’. Each group should be given different coloured post-its. These should 
be stuck to their clothing to differentiate the two groups. 

• The Ladybugs and Lightening Bugs should move around the room.  
• Blow a whistle and ask individuals to run quickly to the centre of the room and pick a 

quotation out of the containers (see below).  
• Each Ladybug should then find a Lightening Bug quickly. They should take turns reading 

out the quotation on their paper and discussing it.  
• After about three minutes, blow the whistle again and each Ladybug and Lightening Bug 

should go on moving quickly around the room.  
• Blow the whistle again, and everyone should return to a container for another 

quotation. 
• They should find another partner, talk and so on.  
 
Adapted from activity at http://adulted.about.com/od/icebreakers
 
Quotations on faith schools, faith and education  
(for use with Chatter bugs activity) 

 

“Can I suggest in the interest of fairness that it is made compulsory in these faith schools to 
teach lessons which would show the damage caused by religious belief?”  

Guardian Online, Comment on a blog on faith schools 

 
“I believe that attending a single-faith school has enhanced my understanding dramatically of 
my faith and without learning and studying it at GCSE I don’t believe that I would fully 
understand my religion and the importance of it in my life.” 

16-year-old female, Roman Catholic 

The first minister has signalled his support for the creation of separate Muslim schools in 
Scotland…  
“There is a large demand from parents within the Muslim community for this because they want 
to see a school with a Muslim atmosphere, culture and ethos, which is a very different model of 
school from what we currently see available.” 

Jason Allardyce, The Sunday Times 

“To put people in a faith school is to pre-classify people into categories at a time when they 
can't even think for themselves. They are told that they have a very clear identity, which 
swamps all other identities. They are Muslims or Sikhs or Hindus and that is all you are going to 
get. Now of course, later on, they might be able to overcome that narrowness, but it is much 
harder to overcome if it has been drilled into you that that is what you are.” 

James Harkin, The Guardian, 18.02.06 

 

http://adulted.about.com/od/icebreakers


 
 

 

 
“[Parents] are scared that their children will forget the ways of their ancestors and that’s 
why they’ll send their children to a religious school.”  

15-year-old female, Muslim 

“We need to have all our children educated in schools which believe that concern for others 
is not a Christian virtue, or a Jewish or Islamic virtue, but a human virtue; and where all 
faiths are equally respected. Faith schools do not, and cannot, do this.”  

Francis Beckett, Guardian columnist 

Muslim experts suggest ways to tackle alienation behind London bombings:  
Madrassas, the religious schools linked to mosques, should have the option of moving to the 
site of their local state schools, an education taskforce set up by Tony Blair following the 
London bombings has said. 

Andrew Luck and William Stewart, Times Educational Supplement, 14 October 2005 

 
“I think people should be able to practise their own beliefs. Muslims pray five times a day 
and it’s only in a private faith school that they can do that. The option should be given to 
every child and every parent.” 
 
15 year old, female, Christian 
 

“In recent years, we have seen a slow but steady deterioration of cultural and spiritual 
values in the Hindu community… In the 1960s and 1970s, when Hindu communities were 
establishing themselves in the UK, there was a concentration on material endeavour, and 
our values were not the prime focus. 
The aim of the school will thus be to re-establish Hindu values, and to ensure that emerging 
generations follow the tenets of the religion and its approach to life.”  

Steve McCormack, The Independent, 10 November 2005 
 

 

 



 
5. Group discussion: Faith schools – gateways to greater religious understanding?  
(45 minutes) 

 
This exercise asks students to develop and consider the arguments for and against faith 
schools.  

 
• Begin with an agreement line. Students stand at one end of the room if they agree with 

the statement and the other end if they disagree. Here are some suggested statements:  
 

- The government should not fund any more faith schools.  
 

- Parents should have the right to send their children to a faith school if they want 
to. 

 
• Ask students at the edges of the room to explain the reasons for their position, for 

around 10 minutes.  
• Then break the students into groups of around six to discuss recent newspaper articles, 

giving more detailed opinions on the issue. 
• Half of the group should examine the articles in favour of faith schools, and half should 

consider the articles against. They should jot down key thoughts as they go along.  
• After 25 minutes, the groups of six should reconvene. 
• Each small group should summarise the points made by the journalists in each of the 

articles to their peers. 
• They should spend the last 10 minutes trying to reach a consensus.  
• As an extension activity, you could ask the young people to write their own article, 

setting out their opinions about the role that religion should play in the British 
education system. 

 
Links to articles: 
 
FOR 
Keep God out of Class, Polly Toynbee, The Guardian 

http://education.guardian.co.uk/schools/story/0,5500,590352,00.html  
 

Curb influence of religions in schools, says NUT Rebecca Smithers, The Guardian 
http://education.guardian.co.uk/faithschools/story/0,,1749066,00.html  

 
AGAINST 
Face to Faith, Simon Rocker, The Guardian 

http://education.guardian.co.uk/schools/comment/story/0,,1769081,00.html  
 

Faith in their Community, Louise Tickle, The Guardian 
http://education.guardian.co.uk/faithschools/story/0,,1670823,00.html  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://education.guardian.co.uk/schools/story/0,5500,590352,00.html
http://education.guardian.co.uk/faithschools/story/0,,1749066,00.html
http://education.guardian.co.uk/schools/comment/story/0,,1769081,00.html
http://education.guardian.co.uk/faithschools/story/0,,1670823,00.html


 
6. Activity: the impact of religion, gender and nationality (35 minutes) 
 
Education is an important factor in helping to improve life chances. However, there are 
many factors that can influence educational opportunities and access. The following 
activity focuses particularly on gender.  
 
In the accompanying MPEG, pupils from Levenshulme High School for Girls in Manchester 
talk about women’s education and life chances in the UK and globally.  
 
• Divide the students into smaller groups and ask them to view the MPEG. This shows a 

group of young women from Manchester giving their opinions on why girls can miss out 
on an education. 

• Using markers and a large sheet of paper, students should jot down the main points the 
girls raise. The groups should debate whether girls ‘miss out’ because of: 

 
a) political reasons 
b) religious beliefs 
c) their gender 
d) where they live 
 

• The students may need to watch the clip a few times. They should write down each 
point that the girls make, and decide whether the reason is a) b) c) or d). 

 
Discussion 
 
• Ask the group to discuss each of the main concerns on the MPEG – politics, religious 

beliefs, gender and where you live – and to think of ways in which this might help or 
hinder someone’s educational chances. Do they agree with the young women shown in 
the film?  

• What do the participants think are the main barriers to education both in the UK and 
world wide?  

• Ask them to think about what could be done to improve educational chances for 
everyone, both in the UK and globally. The young people should write down three 
suggestions.  

 
7. Activity: A focus on girls’ education (25 minutes) 
 
The activity aims to highlight the importance of education and for countries to work 
together to ensure that girls all over the world get better educational opportunities.  
 
• Give out a list of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Explain that the MDGs 

are a list of targets for development that have been agreed by all the countries in the 
United Nations. All countries have pledged that will work together to achieve these 
targets by 2015. http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/  

 
The Millennium Development Goals 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2. Achieve universal primary education 
3. Promote gender equality and empower women 
4. Reduce child mortality 
5. Improve maternal health 
6. Combat HIV / AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
7. Ensure environmental sustainability 
8. Develop a global partnership for development 

 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/


 
• Ask the participants to identify which of these goals deal with education. In fact, the 

MDGs also included a target to achieve equal access for girls to education by 2005. This 
target was missed in more than 70 countries. Please see Save the Children’s campaign 
on Girls’ Education for more information. 
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/scuk_cache/scuk/cache/cmsattach/2479_GECbrief
ing.pdf  

• Ask the participants to look back at the suggestions for improving educational chances 
that they wrote down in the last activity. Then compare their suggestions with the 
report cards below. These outline what some of the richest countries in the world are 
doing to improve educational opportunities. How do their tactics differ from what the 
young people suggested?  

• Give students a report card from a selection of six.2 (See below). Ask them to read 
through and give their country an overall grade, based on the report given.  

• Each group should give brief feedback on their country’s progress and how and why 
they arrived at their grade. 

• As extension activity, you could ask the participants to think about who else helps to 
ensure that all children get access to an education. Ask the participants to research the 
work of faith-based and secular charities working in this area. For a list of charities 
please see, ‘The Good in Religion’ activity in the ‘Working in the classroom or an 
established youth group’ section of the resources.   

 
Report cards 
        

Report card : USA           
          
Name: George Bush           
          
Overall grade:   Position in class: 20th of 21 
Subject           Grade (A-F) 
          
Meeting the internationally-recognised aid target   E 
Providing a fair share of the funding needed for universal primary education F 
Committing to co-ordinate for better results    E 
Focusing on poorest countries where girls most lack access to education C 
Providing high-quality aid to education    F 
                
Teacher's remarks       
George is making strides to increase basic education funding, although he is not yet living up to his 
potential. He is also focusing more on girls' education, and does better at focusing on poorer 
countries than in other subjects. To make a real difference, though, he should increase his  
assistance to primary education, and disclose how much aid is untied.   
                

                                                 
2 Missing the Mark - a School Report on rich countries contribution to Universal Primary 
Education by 2015 The Global Campaign for Education: April 2005 
 

 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/scuk_cache/scuk/cache/cmsattach/2479_GECbriefing.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/scuk_cache/scuk/cache/cmsattach/2479_GECbriefing.pdf


 
 
        
        

Report card :  Denmark           
          
Name: Anders Fogh Rasmussen         
          
Overall grade:   Position in class: 3rd of 21 
Subject           Grade (A-F) 
          
Meeting the internationally-recognised aid target   A 
Providing a fair share of the funding needed for universal primary education E 
Committing to co-ordinate for better results    A 
Focusing on poorest countries where girls most lack access to education A 
Providing high-quality aid to education    A 
                
Teacher's remarks       
Anders has done excellently this term, and is top of the class in focusing on the poorest countries  
where girls lack access to education. He has really made an effort to improve his grades. It is 
therefore a shame that he lets himself down by providing so little of his fair share to primary 
education and, despite his current A grade, is cutting his aid budget.   
                
        
        

Report card :  United Kingdom         
          
Name: Tony Blair           
          
Overall grade:   Position in class: 5th of 21 
Subject           Grade (A-F) 
          
Meeting the internationally-recognised aid target   D 
Providing a fair share of the funding needed for universal primary education D 
Committing to co-ordinate for better results    A 
Focusing on poorest countries where girls most lack access to education B 
Providing high-quality aid to education    A 
                
Teacher's remarks       
Tony's record has definitely improved. He is providing more aid, a better share of aid to basic 
education, and an improved focus on the poorest, while 100 per cent of his aid to education is 
untied. 
He has made promises that should see his grades improving in future years - for instance, setting  
a date to meet the internationally recognised aid target. If he really wants to be top of the class, 
he should improve funding for primary education further, and examine his consultancy budget. 
        

 



 
 
        

Report card :  Greece           
          
Name: Konstandinos Simitis           
          
Overall grade:   Position in class: 14th of 21 
Subject           Grade (A-F) 
          
Meeting the internationally-recognised aid target   E 
Providing a fair share of the funding needed for universal primary education B 
Committing to co-ordinate for better results    F 
Focusing on poorest countries where girls most lack access to education F 
Providing high-quality aid to education    B 
                
Teacher's remarks       
Konstandinos has done much better this term. He has really tried to meet his responsibilities 
to basic education, and provide aid of better quality. There is room for improvement, though, in 
being more generous with the aid budget and to the poorest countries, which would bring him into 
top half of the class.       
                
        
        

Report card :  Ireland           
          
Name: Bertie Ahern           
          
Overall grade:   Position in class: 6th of 21 
Subject           Grade (A-F) 
          
Meeting the internationally-recognised aid target   D 
Providing a fair share of the funding needed for universal primary education D 
Committing to co-ordinate for better results    C 
Focusing on poorest countries where girls most lack access to education A 
Providing high-quality aid to education    A 
                
Teacher's remarks       
Bertie has missed his chance for top marks by breaking his promise to meet the internationally- 
recognised aid target in 2007. This is especially disappointing given his excellent record on 
providing high-quality aid and his real concern for the poorest countries. 
    
          
                
        

 



 
 
        

Report card :  Norway           
          
Name: Kjell Magne Bondevik           
          
Overall grade:   Position in class: 1st of 21 
Subject           Grade (A-F) 
          
Meeting the internationally-recognised aid target   A 
Providing a fair share of the funding needed for universal primary education A 
Committing to co-ordinate for better results    A 
Focusing on poorest countries where girls most lack access to education A 
Providing high-quality aid to education    A 
                
Teacher's remarks       
Top of the class! Kjell has surpassed himself to become a class leader, improving in every subject. 
He has made a particular effort to improve in his share of basic education funding and his  
commitment to the Fast Track Initiative. He is an inspiration to his classmates.   
          
                
        
        
 
 
7. Reflection: The future of education (10 minutes) 
 
Ask each participant to write down one statement. This should set out their aspirations for 
the future of education. Here are two examples: 

 
- In the future all students should have equal educational opportunities. 
- In the future everyone should be taught about lots of different religious 

beliefs. 
 
This will help the students to reflect on the day and could provide a springboard for an 
extension activity in the classroom at a later date. 
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